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Purpose and Character Statements 
The purpose and character statements for the Recreation land use category are: 
 
Purpose: 
 

a. To identify areas having recreational potential where private or public development of 
recreational uses can be encouraged when not in conflict with surrounding rural and 
agricultural uses. 

b. To allow for recreation and resort-oriented development that will be incidental to outdoor 
recreation on the same site. 

c. To allow recreation and resort-oriented development where significant public 
recreational resources are available in the immediate vicinity. 

d. To provide for public park and recreation areas when not in conflict with surrounding 
rural and agricultural land uses. 

e. To provide for visitor-serving priority areas. 
 
Character: 
 

a. Areas of existing and/or proposed private recreational uses that emphasize and retain a 
recreational resource on a significant portion of the site. 

b. Areas shown on an adopted State Park System Master Plan or on acquisition lists of the 
state or county parks and recreation departments. 

c. Areas of existing public recreational uses. 
d. Visitor-serving priority areas are: 

1. Areas that presently serve tourists and visitors to the coast and coastal 
communities, which are protected by preserving the visitor-serving uses within 
them. 

2. Ocean-front land, upland support areas and private lands and coastal areas 
suitable for Recreational and Visitor-Serving commercial activities (as reflected 
on the land use maps) shall be preserved for such developments. Priority is 
given to the use of private lands to enhance public opportunities for coastal 
recreation over private residential, general industrial or general commercial 
development but not over agricultural or coastal-dependent uses. 

3. These areas are identified on the land use maps with the letter "V". The 
designation applies to the entire Recreation category. 

e. Areas with a natural or man-made recreational resource that will serve particular public 
recreational needs and should be protected from the encroachment of residential and 
commercial activity. 

f. Areas where residential uses can be integrated into a mixed use resort development, 
secondary to outdoor recreational activities that is to be approved under the 
Development Plan requirements of the Coastal Zone Land Use Ordinance. 

g. Areas reserved for active and intensive recreational activities, such as golf courses and 
campgrounds. 

h. Existing established state, county or city park holdings, as well as those areas of the 
national forest where active recreation uses exist. 
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